[image: image1.png]~

Canolfan y Celfyddydau
Aberystwyth Arts Centre




ABERYSTWYTH CHORAL SOCIETY
April 07 2009

PRESS RELEASE

Aberystwyth Choral Society
8 pm, 09 May 2009
Aberystwyth Choral Society, with soprano soloist Ruby Hughes, will present their Spring Concert in the Great Hall, Aberystwyth Arts Centre on Saturday May 9th at 8pm. They will be accompanied by a full professional orchestra conducted by David Russell Hulme. 

The concert programme will be John Rutter’s ‘Magnificat’, one of his large-scale works for chorus and orchestra, which was premièred in the UK in 1991 at Coventry Cathedral, ‘Zadok the Priest’ composed by Handel in 1727, and ‘Toward the Unknown Region’ by Vaughan Williams, premiered at the Leeds Festival in 1907.

Rutter wrote that for a long time he had wanted to compose an extended ‘Magnificat’, which is the canticle of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Luke I: 46-55), traditionally part of the ancient service of Vespers in the medieval Roman rite. It has been set to music more often than any liturgical text other than the Mass itself. He stated that his intention was to write a Magnificat evoking the spirit of the many exuberant festivals held throughout Europe and Latin America in honour of the Virgin Mary. The work is full of energetic, syncopated rhythms and strong melodies.  

The ever popular work, ‘Zadok the Priest’, one of the four anthems composed for the coronation of King George II and Queen Caroline was repeatedly performed at concerts and festivals during Handel’s life and has been sung at every subsequent British coronation service.

Setting Walt Whitman’s poem ‘Toward the Unknown Region’ to music established Vaughan Williams as a major new force in British music. The questing nature of the poetry which seemed very apt for the beginning of a new century fascinated Vaughan Williams and his fellow musicians, and its lack of regular metre was congenial to musical setting. The work’s enduring success stems from its remarkable marriage of music and text, the unmistakable quality of Vaughan Williams’ inspired music perfectly encapsulating Whitman’s noble, humanistic aspirations.

Ruby Hughes is the soloist for this concert. She was born in London in 1980 and has gained a first class Masters degree in Concert and Song. She has won many awards, scholarships and bursaries including the Miriam Licette vocal scholarship and a Tillet Trust bursary, both awarded in 2008.  Her repertoire is extensive and she has performed throughout Europe. Aberystwyth Choral Society is looking forward to performing with such an accomplished singer.
Aberystwyth Choral Society’s Spring concert promises to be a wonderful evening of live music!
Tickets for this production are £10.50 (£9.50), £8.50 (£7.50), £7 (£6) £3.50 Accompanied children £2. Tickets can be booked by contacting the Arts Centre ticket office on 01970 62 32 32 or online at www.aber.ac.uk/artscentre
Notes to editors:

Further information is available from Rachel Taylor on 01970 622889 email rst@aber.ac.uk
Further Aberystwyth Arts Centre press releases can be found at www.aberystwythartscentre.co.uk/press.shtml.

